; to Rebuild the Jewish Temple.          337

197. There is no reason for doubting any part of
this narrative; however, enough will remain if we ac-
cept only the account given us by Ammianus, who, to
jise the words of Warburton, was " a contemporary
writer, of noble extraction, a friend and admirer of
Julian, and his companion in arms, a man of affairs,
learned, candid, and impartial, a lover of truth, and
the best historian of his times," and "a Pagan professed
and declared." "Though Julian," says this writer,
" with anxious anticipation of contingencies of every
kind, was keenly engaged in the prosecution of the
numberless arrangements incident to his [Persian] ex-
pedition, yet that no place migfi.t be without its share
in his energy, and that the memory of his reign might
continue in the greatness of his works, he thought
of rebuilding at an extravagant expense the proud
Temple once at Jerusalem, which after many conflicts
and much bloodshed, in the siege under Vespasian
first, and then Titus, was with difficulty taken; and
he committed the accomplishment of this task to
Alypius of Antioch, who had before that been
Lieutenant of Britain. Alypius therefore set himself
vigorously to the work, and was seconded by the
governor of the province; when fearful balls of fire,
breaking out near the foundations, continued their
attacks, till the workmen, after repeated scorchings,
could approach no more; and thus, the fierce element
obstinately repelling them, he ^avQ over his attempt*'
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